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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS PENDING PLANE PURCHASE 
REF: A) PRETORIA 2780 B ) STATE 170434 

1. MCDONNEL-DOUGLAS REPRESENTATIVE (DOUGREP) HAS SHOWED SENIOR 
COMMERCIAL OFFICER A TELEX HE RECEIVED FROM HIS LONG BEACH 
HEADQUARTERS CONCERNING CONVERSATIONS HELD WITH EXIMBANK. THE 
TELEX SPELLED OUT THE SAME LIBERALIZED EXIM TERMS FOR THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN AIRWAYS (SAA) PENDING PURCHASE OF WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT 
DESCRIBED IN REFTEL B. DOUGREP STATES HE GAVE A COPY OF THIS TELEX 
TODAY (AUGUST 4) TO AN SAA OFFICIEL POINTING OUT THESE LIBERALIZED 
TERMS WOULD APPLY TO ANY OF THE AMERICAN AIRCRAFT BIDDING FOR THIS 
PURCHASE. 

2. DOUGREP BELIEVES SAA STRONGLY PREFERS AMERICAN AIRCRAFT TO 

THE EUROPEAN AIRBUS AND WELCOMES EXIM WILLINGNESS TO OFFER FINANC- 
ING COMPETITIVE WITH THAT OFFERED FOR THE AIRBUS WITHOUT WHICH US 
PLANEMAKERS WOULD HAVE NO RPT NO CHANCE. PRESIDENT OF AIRBUS FIRM, 
AEROSPATIALE, IS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND HAS ALLEGEDLY WINED AND DINED 
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MEETING TOMORROW (AUGUST 5) IS EXPECTED TO MAKE THE FINAL DECISION 
WHICH MIGHT BE ANNOUNCED THE VERY NEXT DAY. GUTHRIE 
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